
11th Board Meeting of Skateboard England Limited 
 

Monday 11th June 2018 
At 2.00pm 

House of Vans London 
Arches 228 - 232 

Station Approach Road 
SE1 8SW 

 
Summary of Minutes 

 
1.  Present 
 
Messrs. R. Magee, N. Powley, P. Regan (via FaceTime), R. Holbert, J. Hope-Gill, Ms 
C. Eastham and Miss L. Adams. 
 
Apologies were received from S. Wilkinson and C. Bawden. 

 

2.  Declarations of Interest 
The only declaration of interest reported was from Catherine Eastham, who is a client 
of Sport England. The report was noted. 
 
Members were reminded of the need to declare their interest in any items requiring a 
decision and to remove themselves from such decision making. 
 
JHG to resend the Declaration of Interest form to Board Members in order that the 
register can be kept up to date. 
 
ACTIONS:  JHG to send Declaration Form to Directors 
  All Directors to complete Declaration Form & return to CB 

Governance  
a)   Audit & Risk Committee – Risk Register 

 
No updates reported, however it was noted that the greatest risk was uncertainty 
regarding funding from Sport England and thus the financial future of the Company. 

 
b)   Accounts 

 
James Hope-Gill presented the management accounts for the period which were 
approved. 

 
It was reported that we are solvent with the goodwill of the directors who are owed 



monies by the Company (for expenses, etc).  The directors agreed to waive their 
rights to be paid should no income be ensuing. 
 
It was agreed that no further contracts or agreements with a financial cost should be 
approved until such time as revenue can be identified or funding from Sport England 
approved. 
 
It was agreed that we ask SportsInsure to allow the spreading of the insurance 
premiums across June, July and August, with an immediate payment of £1,000. It 
was noted that should we not be able to meet the payment terms, the Company 
would be in a position where it would be insolvent and would need to dissolve. 
Therefore, identifying and securing revenue was the main priority of the Company, 
including all directors.  
 

c)   INED’s 
 

James Hope-Gill reported that Dave Holt had recently resigned his position as an 
INED for Skateboard England. The resignation was due to his relocation to 
Amsterdam and a change in business circumstances which conflicted his position 
with the Company. 
 
It was a greed that we should recruit a new INED with responsibility for Commercial, 
Partnerships and Sponsorship as soon as possible. 
 
ACTIONS:  JHG to start recruitment process for new INED 

 

d)   Elected Directors 

It was noted that there was a vacancy on the Board of Directors for an elected 
member due to the resignation of Jerome Campbell. 
 
JHG was instructed to prepare the nomination process with instructions to be included 
on the website.  

 
ACTIONS:  JHG to create nomination form and communicate process via website 

 

e)   Ant-Doping 

JHG reported that UK Anti-Doping had delivered a seminar to all skaters taking part in 
the SLS event at the Copper Box in May.  

 
We have asked if UKAD can deliver the seminar at the National Championships and 
are waiting for a response. The seminar will be compulsory and part of the Pre-
Competition Meeting.  



 
Paul Regan agreed to be the liaison and responsible director between UKAD and 
Skateboard England. 
 
ACTIONS:  JHG to introduce PR to UKAD 

JHG to liaise with UKAD regarding National Championships  
 
 
f)  Capacity and Director Responsibilities 
 
It was reported that the Sport England funding for JHG’s time had finished at the end 
of March 2018. The role he has carried out has been pretty much full-time for the last 
two years, but he has been paid for only 12 months out of the last 28 months. This has 
put him in a difficult personal financial position which isn’t sustainable. 
 
JHG is fully committed to Skateboard England and wants to continue in the role, 
however he needs to find other work, ideally part-time so that he can continue working 
within skateboarding. 
 
As a result, unless funding is secured from Sport England or membership revenue 
increases substantially, he will need to drastically reduce the amount of time that he 
can spend doing work for Skateboard England. 
 
In preparation, all directors present agreed to carry out more actions from the Board 
Meetings and support ongoing work when appropriate.  
 
The Board were concerned that should JHG leave the organisation, there would be a 
real potential that Skateboard England would fold. As such, securing funding from 
Sport England and increasing revenue were the main priorities of the Board at this 
stage. 

Sport England  
Following discussions with Children & Young People representatives at Sport 
England an application to receive funding for the Digital Content Hub was submitted 
to Sport England in early June 2018. 
 
The Application Form was attached with Board papers. No questions were 
forthcoming. 
 
The result of the application process should be known by the end of June 2018. 
 
 
 



Sports Minister Meeting 
It was reported that JHG and Lucy Adams will be meeting with the Sports Minister, 
Tracey Crouch on Wednesday 20th June. 

The purpose of the meeting is to outline to the Sports Minister the financial situation 
Skateboard England is in and ask for financial support in order to create staffing 
capacity and long-term sustainability. 

ACTION:  LA & JHG to meet with Tracey Crouch 

UK Sport & Olympics  
UK Sport have recently opened a period of consultation regarding how elite sport is 
funded in the UK. 
 
It was agreed that a statement should be issued from Skateboard England in addition 
to all Board Members taking part in the online consultation which closes on 19th 
August 29018. 
 
ACTIONS:  JHG to write statement from the Board 
  All directors to complete UK Sport online consultation 

BRSF & World Skate 
It was reported that JHG and Lucy Adams had a meeting with Mahdi Choudhry from 
the BOA and Gary Ream from World Skate regarding the ongoing situation with the 
BRSF. 
 
At the meeting it was reiterated that World Skate must make the decision as to 
whom they will recognise as the national federation of skateboarding in the UK. Gary 
Ream indicated that this was a priority for World Skate and they were looking to 
resolve the matter as soon as possible. 

 
ACTIONS:  JHG to liaise with World Skate 

SLS Event 
It was reported that a number of issues had arisen prior to the event that we needed 
to intervene with following concerns highlighted to us as follows: 

a)   Kershaws 

This company are associated with selling knives and due to the situation of an 
increase of knife crime in London we asked SLS to terminate the involvement of the 
company at the London event. This was agreed by SLS who have terminated their 



contract with Kershaw’s. 

b)   Monster 

We expressed concern that Monster sell a drink that is recommended by the NHS not 
to be sold to U16 year olds and that Monster Girls were present at their events. 
 
We received an assurance that Monster Girls would not be present, but that Monster 
were a long standing sponsor of skateboarding and SLS and that that would continue 
at the London event. 

c)   Skate Spots 

It was reported to us that skateboarding had been banned from the Olympic Park and 
that a DIY skate spot had been bulldozed.  
 
A meeting has been arranged between Peter Tudor (Director of Visitor Services), 
JHG and James Davies to resolve the matter and agree a way forward regarding 
skateboarding at the facility. 

d)   British Representation 

We made strong representation to ensure that the best male and female street 
skaters from the UK were able to take part at the SLS Event. However, despite 
compiling the competition records of a number of skaters, SLS stated that they did 
not meet its criteria for taking part and as such were unable to. This meant that the 
best skaters from the UK did not take part. However, Alex Decuna did attend the 
practise day and skated the course. We have asked World Skate for assurances that 
the National Federations will chose who represents them at Continental 
Championships. 

 
ACTIONS:  JHG to meet with Peter Tudor 

London Development Plan - LLSB 
As part of the ongoing SLS events over the next few years in London, the London 
Mayor’s Office has asked Skateboard England to lead a group of stakeholders to see 
how skateboarding can be developed across London over the next 3 years. There is 
a small amount of funding available for this initiative. 

JHG has met with Long Live South Bank when it was agreed to create a wider 
stakeholder group to discuss the matter further. Additional meetings will be held over 
the next few months. 

ACTIONS:  JHG & LA to continue leading the project 
 



Membership  
The various categories for the membership scheme were launched at the end of 
March 2018, together with the new website provided by Sport:80. 

 
It was recognised that without a dedicated person driving membership it will be a very 
slow process to increase numbers. However, as membership is currently Skateboard 
England’s only source of revenue, all Board Members were requested and agreed to 
promote the membership schemes via personal contacts, social media and through 
any other opportunities.  
 
Lucy Adams agreed to speak with Sidewalk about them promoting the membership 
schemes. 

 
ACTIONS:  All directors to act as membership Ambassadors and encourage people 

and organisations to become members through social media and face-
to-face meetings 

  CE to contact Campus Skateparks and create story for distribution 
   LA to contact Sidewalk 

Commercial 
It was reported that CE and JHG had started to refine the sponsorship offer of 
Skateboard England specifically around the National Championships. 

The National Championships is the main priority for sponsorship at the moment. 

CE is compiling a list of potential sponsors and the sponsorship deck has been sent 
to a number of agencies to see if there is any interest. 

At some stage directors may be asked to contact potential sponsors directly in order 
to spread the workload. 

ACTIONS:  CE & JHG to progress 

National Championships 
Following a discussion, it was agreed that we should not release the dates of the 
National Championships until such time as we were certain that we could raise the 
£50,000 required to run the events. 
 
A decision regarding the viability of the National Championships would be made at 
the end of July 2018. 
 
ACTIONS:  JHG & CE to continue approaching companies regarding sponsorship 



Data Share  
LA presented a document regarding the sharing of data and documents within 
Skateboard England. 
 
It was agreed that LA and JHG progress the matter accordingly. 
 
ACTIONS:  LA & JHG to progress 
 

Charities 
Following a discussion about the rise of charities being involved within skateboarding 
over recent years, it was agreed to explore whether we should officially support a 
particular charity or charities It was agreed to wait until there was certainty about 
finances and the company prior to making any decision. 

  


